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ABREVIATE 


Of the STATE of 
SCOTLAND 


In its Government, Supream' Courts ; Officers 
of Stare, Inferour Officers, Offices, and Infe- 


riour Courts, Diſtricts , Juriſditions, Bur- 
roughs Royal, and free Corporations, 


" WM . many. Ages by Kings : .Upon the Death, Removal, or 
i Incapacity of their Kings, or in extraordinary Caſes, there 
was always an extraordinary meeting of :the Three States, who ap- 
pointed Governours during the inter: Regnum, --0x:-the ſame States 
(being as the repreſentative of the, whole Body called. the great 
Allembly of the Nation) Proclaimd a King, who being King, by 
Vertue of the whole Bodies proclaiming of him King, called a Par- 
liament, or more ordinarily a Convention of States, who had not 
power (tho' they were the ſame Members that Conſtitute a Parli- 
ament) to make Laws, but only to lay impoſitions upon the Sub- 
jects for ſome exigences.; A King being once. thus proclaim'd vertu- 
te officit & Corong inherent to the Office, though: iti wants the, Cere- 
mony, or Solemnity of Coronation, .. Names. the, Officers -of : State; 
Greater and Lefſcr,grants Commiſſions to the Judges fit for; every Sove. 
raign Court,Interiour Courts, and Juriſdiftions, and grants Cormmiſhons 
to the Officers of the Crown, of the Army, the Lyop Herauld, Gover- 
nours of Forts, and all other Inferiqur Officers ia Civil and Militaty 
Aﬀairs, &c. Sometimes the King calls a, Parliament, -which..is: the 
great Council-of the Nation, to Crown him and 40-make;Laws, to 
corroborate. or ratifie the old wholſame, Laws; fometbing ia:defue - 
tude, which makes them; New Laws, . becaule;” when ;indefuertde, 
and not put recently in Execution, the penalty incurr'd is become 
ſo Univerſal to the Nation , that the Execution in that caſe of _ 
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would prove dangerous. Thus a Parliament lawfully called hath the 
Chancellor-to prefide, if no Chancellor, they chooſe rheir Preſes, 
the Regiſter, and the Clerks of Sefhion (5s Deputies ) are Clerks 
of Parhament, and the ſame-are as to a Convention. But a general 
Meeting of the Three States chooſe their Preſes, Clerks and other 
Officers and Servants, except ſuch as are hcretably fo. In time of 
Popery, when not only our Kings, but all in Europe had enſlaved 
themſclves to the Court of Rome, there wasno Oath which tyed King 
arid People to the True: Apoſtolick Dottrine and Worſhip. Yet 
when Scotland was Reformed and the Proteſtant Religion eſtabliſhed 
by Law, there was an Oath enjoyned,-and always taken by the King, 
( except of later) for profeſſing and maintaining the fame Religion, 
and our Kings were never uſed to come to any part of the Regal 
power till they took this Oath. | 


T be Officers of State in that K ingdom are Eight 


in Number. 


The Great Officers are; 


The Lord High Chancellor, who is Preſident in all Courts he fits in, 
except the Theſaury and Exchecquer : he has a Penſion and a 
Sallery. wy | 

The Lord High Theſaurer ( or Commiſſioners ) who preſides, gnly 
in the Thelaury and Court of Exchecquer : A Penſion and a 

Sallery. | | 

The Lond Privy Seal, Keeper thereof, the Emoluments thereof. 

The Lords Secretary one or - more, who moſt ordinarily attends 
at Court: A Penſion and the Emoluments of the Office. 


The ' Leſſer Officers of State, are 


The Lord Regiſter; who is keeper of the Regiſter and Rolls of Par- 
liament, @c. being = place of the greateſt truſt and Emoluments 
in that Kngdom, and is ordinarily a Lord 'of Seſſion, and * has a 
Sallery - likewiſe. | 

The Lord Advocate, who adviſes and pleads all the Kings Caufes, &c. 
a Penſion and Emoluments, 

The-Lord Juſtice Clerk, which rhough a very Old Office, has no 
Emolaments, but a Penſion. | 

The Lord Theſaurer Deputy, who has the ſame Emoluments in his 
degree with the Theſaurer, 'and preſides in the Thefaury and Ex- 
cheequer in the Theſaurers abſence, both have penſions, 
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The Officers of the Crown, beſides the Officers 
of State, are 


The Preſident of the Council, and fo takes his place next the Chan- 
cellor, a Penſion. 

Colle&ors General. 

Maſter of Requeſts. | 

Dire&ors of the Chancery, which is an Old and Honourable Office, 
the Emoluments of the Office. 

"The Dire&or of the Rolls. 


The Firſt Supream Court of the Nation is the 
PARLIAMENT. 


N this Court ( which is ſo called by the Kings Proclamation in 
| needful places ) The King himſelf fits immediately upon a Throne 
under a Canopy of State, or in his abſence ( ſince King of England) by 
his Commiſſioner, and this Court conſiſts of three States : In time 
of Popery the Biſhops and Miter'd Abbots made the firſt State , but 
ſince, of Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops; ſometimes the Nobility and Gentry 
the Second ; the Burroughs the Third; though there be Perſons that 
urge good Arguments to maintain.that the Nobility , the Gentry who 
are repreſented by certain Commiſſioners from each Shire , and the 
Commſlioners from Burghs &c. with the aſliſtance of a General Af- 
ſembly ſitting makes the three States, of Parliament. The King or his 
Commiſſoner, with the three States the day of their meeting, ride in 
their Robes and foot Mantles with their- Attendarits from the Kings 
Palace in a Parliamentary way ; the meaneſt State by way of pre- 
cedency by two and two riding formeſt, fo by degrees, and the King 
or his Commilitoner Jaſt ro the Parliament Houſe , then the King or 
his Commiſſioner is conducted to the Throne, Prayer being faid after 
all placed , the Rolls are called, the Court fenced, the King, if pre- 
ſent , tells them the reaſons of calling them, or the Commiſhoner by 
the Kings Letter preſenting of his Commiliion ; and by a Speech to 
the Parliament tells the reaſons of their mecting , next they chooſe 
the Lords of the Articles z but the old Form 1s altered; for ore 
State uſed to chooſe eight out of ancther. State, which being thirty 
two, with the eight Officers of State, makes forty ; but now by A&t 
of Parliament - its ſettled rhat the King or Commiſſioner chooſe the 
eight Clergymen, the Nobility chooſe their own eight , and thoſe fix- 
teen choole eight of the Barons and eight oi the Burgeſfes, which 
way of chooſing of rhe Members of the Articles would infinuate a 
fourth State, beſides Officers of State, or elſe one of theſe called the 
States would ſeem to be ſuperfluous, or at leaſt not eflentially ne- 
ceſlary to conſtitute a Parliament, which would make the forelaid 
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Argument good. This is all that is done the firſt day, and fo they rile 
in the fame order to the Kings Palace. The next day, or ſumetime 
that ' afrernoon, the Commiſſioners meets with the Lords of. the 
Articles to prepare matters brought into the Parliament. * When a- 
ny thing is paſt in the Artictes and Parliament by the Major Vote, 
the King or Commiſſioner touches it with the Scepter , which im- 
ports the Kings conſent, without which it is of no force, and their 
Votes they approve or not approve, or fay non liquet ,' for there is 
no diſlents, or proteſts allowed in publick Atts being accounted trea- 
ſonablc, ſed licet proteſtare in privatis pro intereſſe, and takes Inſtruments 
in the Regiſters hands, Thus Court ordains the Adts to be printed, and 
proclaim'd, without which they ſeem'd of old to have no import till 
they were legis promulgate, notwithſtanding of any late cuſtoms 
introduced. This Court do reviſe or produce Atts and Decreits of any 
other Courts, and canvaſs the Rights and Properties of private par- 
tics, if not preſcribed by Law, and even in that cale they have fourd 
pfeſcriptions ſhort- in ſome circumſtances. This Court Names Com- 
miſſioners in every Shire, for Ceſs, Exciſe, Supply, &c. Names Ju- 
ſtices of peace for high ways, Bridges, Briefs, and other things, tend- 
ing to the publick peace and tranquility of the Kingdom 1n their 
diviſions, and whatever might have been done in this great Courr, 
whick might furniſh- grounds of grievances : Its not the fault of its 
Conſtitution,or of the Members thereof, ſince all 1s carried by the Major 
Vote; but ſome corrupt Nobility, that either expeCted, or did live 
by the Kings bounty, or the Repreſentatives of Shires, or Burghs , 
that were a packt, party,who purpoſely contriv'd the late yokes to de- 
bar many good honeſt Proteſtants from being capable to be EleCtors 
of Members, or Ele&ted Members of Parliament themſelves, though 
othetwiſe qualified by the Ancient wholeſome Laws , to be both 
Ele&ors of honeſt Men, and Elected themſelves. 


The Second Supream Court is the Privy Conncil. 


His Court conſiſts of the Chancellour, who preſides the other 
Officers of State, the Prefidnt of the Seſſion, Juſtice General 

and ſuch others of the Nobility and Gentry as the King pleaſes 
Name, this Court was Originally appointed for the publick affairs; 
and are Judges of Riots, and diſturbances given to the peace of the 
Nation, but it aroſe to its highth only when King James came to Ex- 
gland, who placed much of the power -anent the publick ſatety and 
peace of that Kingdom in the Privy Council : Yer till of late this 
Court did never decide in Civil or Criminal cauſes occaſicning any de- 
bates, but remitted the fame unto the Judge Ordinary, either, 272 or- 
dinarit, by raiſing of formal proceſſes, or ſummarily by remitts, and 
the parties application to the | my or Judicator competent : Many 
think this extraordinary power given to this Court was a ready Way, 
not only to introduce the diſpenſing power, but alſo an Arbitrary 


Government into that Kingdom , the Council having no boun's 
furcher 
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further thanto obey whatever the King by Evil Miniſters ſuggeſted to 
them by Letters, or other ways, and it there coald be an Union happi- 
ly concluded betwixt the Two Naticns, the deciding of Riots, @c. 
might be done by the Sheriffs of the ſeveral Shires, and if difficult, 
the Lords of Setlion by a diſtin ſederunt from that of the Sellion ; 
once or twice a Week might decide all rhele affairs, comperent to a 
Privy Council themſelves, being made up of ordinar and extraordi- 
nar Lords, and this would be a great eaſe to the Lieges, not to be 
obliged to attend Two Courts where one might ſerve, This being 
only Honourable they have neither Penſions nor Caſualiries. 


The Third Supream Court is the Seſſion called the 
Colledge of Juftice a Capite, or Nobiliore parte. 


His Court being one of the moſt Noble, Decent, and moſt or- 
'derly Courts in Europe, both from its firſt Foundation and la- 

ter Conſtitution by King Fames the Fifth, who (by its newer founda- 
tion, created it a Colledge of Juſtice after the form of the Supream 
Soveraign Court or Parhament of Paris) gave it great Priviledges, 
Fmoluments, and Immunitics, before it was ſo EreCted, it was called in 
Scotland the Kings Council, or the Lords called the Lords of Council and 
Seſſion, which Title, they ſtill carry,being firſt a Committee of Parlia- 
ment,and was an Ambulatory C ourt by Circuits, when its thought they 
had a cumulative and diſtributive Juriſdiction centered in one, which 
made it both Civil and Criminal : This moſt Honourable Court now 
conſiſts of one conſtant Preſident and fourteen Senators, who have bur 
mean Salleries not ſuteing the Grandeur of their CharaCer, or their 
fatigue or attendants, being but two hundred pound Engliſh yearly 
to'each Senator: The Lord High Chancellor -preſides here when pre- 
ſent,bur ſpeaks little, except he be a bred Lawyer ; the King Names (e- 
veral other extraordinar Lords, who fit but are not obliged to atten- 
dance, becauſe they have no Sallerics but Votes with 'the reſt: This 
Court now fits the firft of June, and riſes the Jaſt of July, and va- 
cites till the firſt of November, at whicti time they fit again, till the 
twentieth of December, and then it vacates till'the Tenth of Fanuary, 
when they ſit again, and riſes the laſt of Febrwwy : Many thinks thy 
Chriſtmas vacance too long which occaſions their Sefſion from the 
firſt of November, till the twentieth of December by reaſon of the en- 
ſuing vacance to have but httle effect, In tyme of Seſſion they fit 
from Nine of the Clock, till Twelve in the forenoon, all the days 
of the Week, except Sunday and Monday ; they fit ſometimes, in the 
afternoon, to end concluded cauſes, or to hear long debates, the fore- 
noon being ſhort to hear therfi. The Lord Szair'when Preſident in 
the year 1676 procured a Warrant. from the King, giving power to 
the Preſident to call the Lords in the Afternoon together to hear and 
diſpatch buſineſs, which was a great occaſion of diſpatching the Lie- 
ges affairs, and the Lords follows much of the ſame Methods as'yet : 
The Senators in the Inner Houſe, with the other extraordinar Lords,ſfit 
in a ſemicircle Bench, in n= Robes in the forenoon, _but Wanting 
tnem 
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them in the afternoon, to hear Petitions, « Proceſſes reſum'd by the 
Clerks, and Advocates debates their Chents cauſe : They have three 
or ſix principal Clerks, who per vice, as they are imployed minutes 
the Heads of great and weighty cauſes and debates, and writes the 
deliverance of Bills, Interloquitors, and definitive Sentences by the 
Lords in the Inner-houſe, which makes Decreits, and which determines 
all buſineſs in that Courr, there being no appeals from it to any other 
Court, but by application to themſelves before extract,or Reduction, 
or Suſpenſion in common Form : Which in the ſecond inſtance comes 
always before themſelves, and muſt be upon other new grounds than 
was formerly repreſented : Nine of the Lords makes a Zuorum in the 
Inner-Houſe, otherwiſe they cannot Vote in any Caſe, except in par- 
ticular Caſes referred to one or more by the Hall Lords, and one 
of rhe Senators (the Preſident always being excepted ) is Weekly 
appointed Judge in the outerhouſe for diſcuſſing of ordinary 
Attions, who fs upon a Bench with the fix under Clerks fitting be- 
fore him, who minutes likewiſe in their courſe as they do in the Io- 
ner-Hovſe all Debates or Writs, Signatures or Sentences of ordinary 
Cauſes decided by the Ordinar, who meddles with noextraordinary caſe, 
except where it's remitted to him by all the Lords ro be diſcuſt, in 
the outerhouſe for diſpatch. There is a Roll of ordinary Actions, 
ſuch as ſummons, ſimple reduftion, improbation, recognition, &#c. 
Advocations and Suſpenſions in another Roll, for the outer- Houle , 
when theſe: are called : Terms granted, Acts extratted, which when 
called here are either Sentences pronounced by the Ordinar in the 
Outer- houſe, and fo Decreeted,or elſe the parties craves a Repreſentati- 
on of one point or more to the Hall Lords, and the Ordinar to make 
a report of their interloquitor, which he reports in the Outer-Houſe 
the next day ordinarily, or at the fide Bar, the next Week, but the 
moſt of cauſes in the 'outer Houſe, eſpecially of conſequence comes 
to the Inner,Houſe, by making an aviſandur to all the Lords, and 
is [nrolled in courſe by Warrant in the Inner-Houſe Roll of ordina- 
ry Ations, which in its courſe again comes to be called in the Ianer. 
Houſe before the Hall Lords, and after debate, either there is a decifi- 
on, or the cauſe is' concluded. Where there is any probation led and 
inroll'd 4: novo in the Roll of concluded cauſes in the Inner Houle, 
Shen it's adviſed by the Hall Lords with cloſe doors, and where 
there is any difficulty after the Preſident reſumes the Hall cauſe and 
debate, and the Lords calls the parties, and their proctors to ſce if 
they have any further thing to ſay, and ordinarily they havenothing 
material'to add : Then the Lords orders them to remove, and upon 
ſerious deliberation they Debate and Vote, and calls in the party and 
their Advocates, and by the mouth of their Preſident declares their Sen- 
tence definitive, -which is a Decreit to be extracted, as all other De- 
creits are by the Clerks, conform to the Minutes and Warrants of 
the Proceſs, if there be more ſheets in the Decreit than one : The 
principle Clerk fidefigns the joyning of every two ſheets, and the 
Lord Regiſter ſubſtribes the laſt Sheer of the Decreit, which contains 
the Hall Libel, as it is in the Summons, the Executions, Debates, and 
Enterloquitors of the Outer and Inner-Houſe and the m——_—_ 
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This is a Yidimus of the Lords of Seſſions procedure, but of all the Courts 
in that Kingdom their Decreits and precedure are moſt formal. So that 
the Lords by their conſtitution are obliged ro do nothing, bur by the 
greateſt deliberation in the World,upon theſe Decreitsthe parties raiſe 
horning, and other diligence under theKings Signet for payment of the 
debt or ſecuring of the debtors Eſtate for payment thereof. This Court is 
faid to have a diſtributive Juriſdiction only,but no competent Judicator 
for life or Limb, &c. But for faults competent to themſelves too redi- 
ous to inſert here, being intended but an abreviate. This Court makes 
aGts of ſederunt,  equivolent to Laws and Adts of Parliament, and are 
in force till they be approved of, as ordinarily they are, or recall'd by 
Parliament, which is ſeldom, or never, becauſe the Lords of Seſſion 
"are the proper interpreters of Acts of Parliament, who have a Bench 
in Parliament, not-as Judges, but fit there in time of Parliament, 
. to give their opinion to the Parliament, when required ia matters 
of intricacy. The Lords of Seſſton make their own Collectors and 0. 
ther Servants of the houſe, except the four ordinary Macers who ſerve 
them in time of Selhon, and have their Commithons from the King, 
with yearly penſions beſides their ordinary dues from parties The 
Lords appoints certain of their number weekly to fit upon all Bills 
of Suſpenſion, &c. And for examining of Witneſſe by turns. This 
Court having formerly been called the Kings Council tor the reaſons 
foreſaid,had not only a diſtributive,but a cumulative Juriſdiction; The 
reaſons tor dividing and giving part of their Power tothe Privy Coun- 
cil, and partly to the Juſtice Court is not fit now to be urged. 
The reſtricting the power of this Court, and imparting it to others, 
and diſplacing Judges that were honeſt men, Notwithſtanding 
their Commithon (ad vitam & caipam) who could not comply with 
any deſigns againſt their Conſcience, and placing men not fit for 
that weighty imployment, or that would comply, - was a ready tool 
to ſerve that prerogative ( which ſome Parliaments gave the King, by 
the help of evil Miniſters, that were either too forward, or gghgrs 
that connived at any thing was enj6yned them) to a Stretch of tuntia- 
mentals, tending always by degrees to a deſpotick power and arbi- 
trary Government. This Court likewiſe, has an Ordinar at the fide 
| Bar, which (though not in their Conſtitution) diſpatch much ordinary 
| buſineſs, and is pretty well regulate within theſe two years, allowing 
none at the Bar but one at once, fome think ( as was hinted betore) 
that this Court might ſupply the Privy Council for the eale: of the 
Lieges. | 


The fourth Soveraign Court, is the Fuſtice or Crimi- 
nal Court baving a Cumulative FuriſdiGion. 


His Court came in place of the Juſtice Eir, or Juſtice General, 

 Þ which was laſt of all in the Perſon of the Earl of Argile, who 

tranſacted for it with King Charles firſt; and was made then Juſtice 

General of all the Iſlands, which raiſed great debates berwixt on 
an 
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and ſome pretended heritable Sheriffs there, and that Jutiſdition 
was taken away by the Parliament, 1672. Which was ereQed in 
a Juſtice, or Criminal Court, this Court conſiſts of the Juſtice Gene- 
ral alcerable at the Kings pleaſure, Jultice Clerk, and five other Judges, 
who are Lords of the Seſſion ; and this Court ordinarly fits upon 
Monday, and goes ſometimes to the Country by Circuits, which the 
Country found to be very uneafie tothem : The ordinary Clerk of 
this. Court has his Commiſſion from the Juſtice Clerk, They have 
tour ordinary Macers and a Doomſter appointed by rhe Lords. The . 
Clerk raiſes a libel or inditment upon a Bill paſt by any of the Lords 
thereof, at the inſtance of the Perſuer againſt the Defender a cri- 
minal, who is readily incarcerated after citatzon. When the Party, 
Witneſſes; and great Afſize or Jury of forty-five are cited, rhe day of 
compearance being come fifteen ot the greateſt Aſſize is choſen to be 
the Aſſize upon the pannal or priſoner at the Bar; if he be a Peer, 
moſt part of his Aſſize are Peers,and the Aſſize fits with the Judges 
to hear the Libel read, witneſſes examined, and the debates hinc in- 
de, which is verbatim, written in the adjournal Books. The Kings 
Advocate pleads for the Perſuer, being the Kings Cauſe, and other 
Advocates for the pannal, the debates being cloſed, they either find 
the Libel or Thditement not relevant, in which caſe they deſert the 
Dict, and afloiles or abſolves the party, or if relevant then in that 
eaſe the Aſſize or Jury of fifteen is removed to a cloſer Room, none 
being preſent with them, where they chooſe their own Chancellor 
and Clerk, and conſiders the Libel, Depoſition, and Debates, and 
brings in their Verdi of the pannal Sealed, guilry or not guilty, 
if not guilty the Lords abſolves, if guilty they condemn and declares 
their Sentence of condemnation, and - the puniſhment to be pur in 
Execution againſt the pannal by a Macer, and the mouth of the 
Doomſter. So the Pannal is carried to priſon till the Sentence be put 
in Execution. Of Late the Kings Advocate have brought in an 
uſe'i8f raiſing a Summons of an Aſſize of error againſt the Afſhzers, 
if they find. not guilty, and they are tried as the other Pannal, which 
occaſioned a great deal of grumble and murmur, Men chooſing, (be- 
ing upon Soul and Conſcience) rather to be fined, than to be Altizers. 
All theſe Lords have penſions. 


T be fifth Supream Court is the Exchequer or pro- 
perly the Kings Baron Count. 


His Court confiſls of the Lord High Thefaurer, who preſides, 

though the Lord Chancellor were preſent, or Commiſſioners 
in place ot Theſaurer and Theſaurer Deputy, who preſides even a- 
_ the Commiſſioners being one himſelf, or in abſence of the 
ſaid Lord- Theſaurer. There are ſeveral Afiſtants to them who are 
called the Lords of Exchequer, who have little power, becauſe the 
Thefaurer or Commiſſioners, and Theſaurer Deputy, who carry all as 


they pleaſe, becauſe they but Sign in Exchequer whatever © 
| urer 


STATZ of Scotland. 5 


faurer, or Commiſſioners and Theſaurer Deputy, reviſe and paſs in the 
Theſaury Chamber : Before this Court was formerly over-ruled by the 
Comptrouler of the Kings Accompts, and the Maſter of Requeſts: 
All the Kings grants whether Commullion, new Charters, or Chapters 
of confirmation, with de novo damus, Confirmations of Subvaſlals, 
Charters from their Superiors to prevent forfeiture, and other'things 
* which paſs of courle tor ſmall compoſition, gifts of ward, ſingle or 

taxed, Letters, Penſions, &c. are reviſed and componed by the The- 
faurer or Commiſitoners and Theſaurer Deputy,paſs in this Court ; and 
there are few debates before it, for where there is any matter: of Law, 
it is remitted to the Judge Ordinar, if there be any new Signatures. 
Parties Leaſed or injur'd compear, and give in Petitions to be heard, 
and fo they are either paſt Simpliciter, or with proteſtation are ſtopr, 
till the cauſe be further repreſented, The Kings will 'was a Law in 
this Court, and fo whatever the prevailing Miniſters Suggeſted ro be 
the Kings pleaſure, was readily comply'd with there , by ſome, and 
connived at by others, The Lords have no Penſions nor Emoluments. 


T bere is a Sixth Court called a Soveraign Fndica- 
tor, wich is the Admiral Court, 


T HIS Court came firſt to an hight by King James VI, A&, 
Parl. 18. cap. 1o, &c, And this Act Ratified and further ex- 
tended by King Charles N. Parl. 2..cap.,16, And further. amplified 
by the A@ 1681. Declaring it a Soveraign Court init (elf. His Royal 
ighneſs the Duke of 7ork being then Lord High Admiral, and was 
the Kings Lieutenant, and Juſtice General on the Seas, and all Ports, 
Harbours, and Creeks thereof, and .upon freſh Waters .or Navigable 
Rivers below the firſt Bridges, or within the higheſt Flood marks; 
where there was no Bridges, he had the fole Jurifdiction in all mari- 
tine Cauſes, Forreign or Vomeſtick, Civil or Criminal, Excluſive of 
all other Judicators, with many other Privitedgesz' He reduces De- 
creits of Inferiour Admiral Courts, and revives his own. Noadvocation 

from, or ſuſpention of theſe Decreits, but by the whole Lords of Sef. 
ſion in time of Seſſion, and by three in time of yacancy, and mutt be 
diſcuſt Summarly without rhe order of a Roll, and that the Admiral 
and his Deputy have the ſole Right of granting Paſles or ſake Conduct 
to all Ships, Sc. In that Parliament rhere was ſtrong debates to op- 
poſe this At; Shewing, That it would be a retrenching of the Pow- 
er and Priviledges of the Lords of Counſeti and Sefltion, and incroach- 
ment thereupon, &c. This Court which is kept by the Judge Admi- 
xal only and his Deputies, meddles with Bills of Exchange of Merchants; 
which is thought to be extrinſick to that Court, and no doubt, is ve- 
ry proper and convenient for encouraging of Trade and Commerce, 
and for the credit of the Nation abroad, with Forreign -Merchants, 
that there ſhould be a particular Court ere&ted of honeſt knowing 
Merchants, who are the only proper known Perſons to judge in ſuch 
Caſes,and requiring Summar Execution, tor many reaſoas that might be 
D g1Ven. 
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iven. - This Court alſo ſince its Soveraignity was extended, the 
thereof were ative enough to ply their time, the benefit of 
their Sentences accrewing to themſelves, he making himſelf a Jucge 
competent, in aCtions not competent for him, as was faid already, or 
in caſe the Cuſtoms were put in a Commiſſion, the Judges whereof 
no doubt ſhould be knowing Merchants, who did not traffick them- 
ſelves, and would be fit Judges in Debates anent Bills of Exchange. 
Theſe have the Emoluments of the Court, 


The Second Great Heritable Offices in the Kingdom ; are 


The Lord High Conſtable. 

The Lord Marſhal, and theſe Exerciſe their Juriſdictions, and keep 
their Guards in Edinburgh and the Parliament Houſe, the time of 
the Meeting of the General States of Parliament, or Convention. 


The Heritable Uſher. 

The Crown Bearer. Sefore the King or His 
The Scepter Bearer. Commiſſioner in time 
The Purſe Bearer. of Parliament. 


The Sword Bearer. 
Theſe have been altered in the time of ſome Parliaments, 


The C hancery. 


The DireCtor of the Chancery an Ancient and Honourable Office, 
having been formerly the King's Chaplain, Ergo Clericus. 

The Direftor Deputy, his own two Clerks, and a Regiſter with 
two Copraters. 


The Military offices within the Kingdom whoſe Commiſſions 
are granted by the KING; are 


The General, and all other Officers under him in Military imploy- 

. ment, they have their ordinary dues which are known. 

The Leiutenant General : Of old there were Leiutenants of Shires 
and Counties, but in deſuetude. 

The Maſter of the Ordinance, who is ordinarly term'd Lieutenant 
General of the Artillery ; This Office will be the better diſtinguiſhed 
by riding Marches, betwixt it and the Governour of the Caſtle 
of Edinburgh, to whom 'it was incommodious of late ; the Army 
lying there. 

The Major General. 

The Captains of the Kings Guards of Horſe, who. take place, and hath 
the pay always of a Collonel, and is the firſt Collonel in the Kings 
Forces, and his two Licutenants, Cornet, &c. Take their places in 
the Army accordingly. 

The Collonels firſt of the Kings Guards of Foot, then the Collonels 
of other Regiments, either Horſe or Foot as they are in, with all 
the Captains, Leiutenants of Companies and Enſignes with other 
ſubaltern Officers. Captains 
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Captains and Governours, Lieutenant Governours.or Conſtables of. 
ten ſo called, and other ſubaltern Officers of the Caſtles and Forts, 
whereof there are. five only in. repair, and Garrifoned in Scor &; 
viz, The Caſtle of Edinburgh, where the Crown and Honours, 
and the moſt material Regiſters of the Kingdom are kept, and is a 
good Poſt commanding the City of Edinburgh; here is kept the 
Kings Caſh when there is any ſtore or quantity of it, of which 
ſometimes there was an ill accompt made z the Caſtles of Striviling, 
Dumbarton, Blackneſs, and the Baſs, but the Farl of Mar is heri- 
table Keeper of S:rzviling Caſtle, the reſt at the Kings grant, 
The Muſter Maſter General has his Commiſlion from the King with s 
yearly Penſion, and ought to be a bred Souldier, being a place of 
great Truſt in that Sphere. ; 


The Lyon - Office. | 
The Lyon King at Arms has his Commiſſion ample from the KING 
with great Priviledges, Immunities and Emoluments ; and as it is 
moſt Antient, ſoit 15 a moſt Honorable Place. 
The Lyon Clerk: _ Lord Lyon with thoſe makes a Court, and 


£ 
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k 'N iſſue Precepts relating to . their own Court 
L: =_ "4 and Juriſdiction, and have the Fees and Emo- 
luments of their Offices. . 

The Meſſengers have their Commiſſions from the Lord Lyoz, and are 
convened for Faults, .Convi&, Sentenced and Punithed, or Depri- 
ved by this Court, but the creating of too'Mmany- ignorant Meſten., 
gers contrary to the old Law, is a great Inggnveniency and Oppreſſi- 
on to the Nation : So that this Crew and thE number of them ſhould 
be regulaer and conform to the old Law, for the fourth part of Meſ- 
ſengers now in Scotland might ſerve. | 


Mint - Houſe Officers. 


The General of the Mzxt. 

The Maſter of the Mint- Houſe. 

The Warden thereof. 

The Sey Maſter thereof. 

The Clerk, and many other Inferiour Officers : They have their Fees 
and Emolumemts. 

This Office has been much abuſed of late by the evil management of 


the Bullion and Coin. | 


The Kings Ordinary Servants anent his Health. 


Two Phyſicians in Ordinary, with Penſions, they ſerve the King's' 


Commuſioner. 
More of Honour than- of Profit fince' our King 


= Apothecary. 1599 in England, onlythey have {mall Penſions and © 
ne CLYrur gion. Fare free of all publick burdens,” as all' the Kirigs 
One Anazer, other Servants are: 
The Biſhops (when in being,) have their Commiſſion or Congyde..” 
lier from the King, which is only but the Kings conſeft tothe Dean 


and Chapters ele&ion of fit and qualified Perſons tor the Offices, " _ 
evera 
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ſeveral Sees, which is the granting of the conſent before the Election 
real : For this Election being of a long time biit a Sham, becauſe the 
King Orders the chooſing ſuch a Man, the perfoh named being recom- 
mended .by a Court Minion; whether good, of bad, the King hardly 
knowing him ; So that the Clergy theniſelves having been unpoſed 
upon of a long tinie, as well as other people, proves a check in that 
Kingdom, 'fince the power of the General Afſernblies was taken away, 
and the power thereof centered in one man in every Dioceſs ; They 
conſtitute their 'Commiſſaries who keep rheir Courts with their own 
Clerks, except where the King has the making of Clerks. "The See of 
St. Andrews being divided,and the Biſhopwrick of Edinburgh taken our of 
it by King James VI. they havethE naming of the four Commillaries 
of Edinburgh equally between the two Biſhops, but all rlioſe Com. 
miſſary Courts, which formerly were conſtituted for patronage, and 
proviſion to the Widow and Fatherleſs, are proven a burthen to both 
thoſe and the Leiges, by their exaFions and quot, and confirmation 
Maney for Teſtaments, though there were never (o little left by the 
defunft to his Wife and Children ; and generally the People in Scoz- 
land ſeldom agree with Biſhops ' for their Commiſlary - Courts, and 


many, even ſober, neutral, unbiaſed, and unprepoſleſled of the diffe-.- 


rence of Church Government,” think that a -well conſtitute mo- 
derate Presbyterian Government, that had not power to, meddle 
with matters of State or Superintendency, either by Speech or in a 
Pulpit (which was the firſt Government after rhe Reformation) and 
was eſtabliſhed in other-well governed Countries, would agree and 
fute better with that pEoples conſtitution : and theſe Governments 
and their Conſtitutions my be writ of a part if judged convenient. 


The King appoints a chief Ranger of his Forteſts, and -Keepers .of 
his Parks, but ſome have monopolized the Kings benefit, by the pre- 
tenſion of having thoſe things. heritable by a long Trac of their 
poſſeſſion. | 


A Lift of the Inferiour Officers in Scotland; who have their 
Commiſſions from the King, or of late from the-ſeveral 
Officers of State, other ar or Corporations, 


Places derived by Commiſſions from the King, flill, 


One or Two Solicitors or Agents for the King : A Penſion. 
Two Clerks tothe Privy Council. Emoluments of that Court. 
Two or Three Receivers, or Caſh-keepers: A Penſion. 
Conſervator in the Low Countries: Penſion and Emoluments, 
or Two Poſt-Maſters _— and Letter Offiges, chiefly in 
Edinburgh and other places :;Emoluments and a Penſion. 


This Office would be extended through all the Kingdom. 
Clerks to the Treaſury ; Emol, I 7 
TwoClerks to-the Exchecquer;; Emol., 


Regiſter 
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Regiſter to the Theſaury :Emo). Preſenter to the Signatures : Emol, 
Clerk tothe Admiral Court - Emol, . * Several Sherifls Clerks: Emol. 
Some Commiſlary Clerks : Emoluments. 

ColleQors ro the Cuſtoms, but that Office woutd be better" regalated 
in a Commiliion to the benefit of the Nation, and the publick Re-+ 
venue, which can be made appear to a demonſtration, and it has 
ſeveral depending Officers: Emoluments. 


' Chamberlain to the Crown Rents of ' the - Earldome of Roſs and 


Lordſhip of Ardmeanach: This Office in ſome Hands has''been. a 
, vaſt Burden to the Fewers, and lefs benefit tothe King : A Penſion. 
The Chamberlain of the Crown Rents of Orkney and, Schetland : A 
Penſion. os F | 
Collector to the Annuity of Teynds, none for preſent. 
Surveyer General : A'Penſion. Ox * 
Clerks to the Cocquets, in ſome places : Caſualties, 
Collectors of the Church Teynds, if brought in ro'the Exchecquer , 
.- by which. great benefits might be made, .and the Clergy fufficient- 
ly provided, not in being as yet. = | 
Clerk to the High Commitſhon it it continue : Caſualities, 
Writer to the Privy Seal: Caſualities. 
Uſher to the Exchecquer: Caſualities. 
Counter of the Theſaury : Penſion, 


-The Kings Printer : Emoluments. Maſter of the Revels : Emoluments. 


The Kings Barber, Taylor, Sadler, Shoemaker , &c. Penſions. 

Sadler to the Artillery : Emoluments, and ſmall Penſion. 

Kings Smith. Kings Maſon : Penſions. 

Kings Wright or Joyner, and many others of this Nature ; all have 
Penſions. | 


Dependers on the Lord Chancellor in his Office. 


Appender of the Great Seal : Emoluments. 

The Caſhiate: Emoluments. - 

The Purſe Bearer. The Mace Bearer : . Both Penſions. 

The Keeper of the Inner-Houſe Roll, and concluded Cauſes : Erol. 


Dependers on the Theſaurer, or” Commiſſioners, and 
Theſaurer Deputy. 
All the Inferiour Officers in and about the Theſaury and Exchecquer. 
The Farmers of Kings Cuſtoms, if in bein | 


S_. 
The Colle&ors of Exciſe, and all other tnferzour ColleC&ors of the 
Kings Rents and Revenues,all have Penſions and Calualities, 


Dependers on the Lord Privy Seal. 


The Keeper of the Privy Seal oply , Farmed. 
| eu  Dependers 


by - ' 4 'Brevidte of the 
Dependers on the Secretaries of State. 


The Keepersof rhe Signet one or more,and their Deputies : Allowance 
of Penſion. | 

All Writers to the Signet :: Fees of their Imployment. 

All Signatures that paſs under the Kings Hand before they come ta the 
Exchecquer, are Signed and Docked by the Secretary, and heisto 
be anſwerable for what he Docks gnd Signs, notwithſtanding thar 
the King ſuperſcribes.The dues for Docking only, which is five Pound. 

Their own Deputies and Servants in their Office. | 
Several others have their Commiſſions that way. 


Places depending upon the Lord Regiſter: bringing Vaſt Ca- 
Realities by their Enteries. 


The Six Clerks of Sefſion,who are Clerks to the Parliament, and their 
Six under Clerks, and all ExtraQters in the Three Offices: All buy 
their places of the Lord Regiſter: -Emoluments. 

The Clerks of the Bill Chamber, and ſeveral other Clerks there,which 
is a great Office, and of Great Emoluments, 

The Sheriffs Rolls and Stewards Rolls,Cterks {who are not many) but 
theſe are called Clerks of Exchecquer, and the Lord Regiſter pets 
entry Mony for them and their Deputies : Fees. 

The Clerks of the Baily Rolls: 7hidem Fees. 

The Clerks of the Burrough Rolls and their Deputies : 7bidem Fees. 

The General Regiſter of Saiſings, &c. Fees. | 

The General Regiſter of Hornings and Inhibitions : Fees. X 

All the particular Regiſters of Saifins, Inhibitions, &c. in every Shire 
and Burrough of the Kingdom : Fees. 

The Clerk for admiſſion of publick Notaries in the whole Kingdom: Fees. 

Of late the Keeper of 'the Rolls of the Outer Seſſion Houle, and the 
Keeper of the Minute Book of all things done in the Inner and 
Outer- Houſe,though it properly belonged to the Lord Prefident,with 
advice of the Lords. | 

All Clerks tothe Juſticesof Peace in the Kingdom : Emoluments. 

The Keepers of all the Regiſters and Rolls of Parliament, and Seſ- 
ſion, laid up in the lower Parliament houſe within the time pre- 
{cribed to be there kept, with all his Subſtitutes, and Sub Clerks- 
within the Kingdom. This is a great Emolumeat likewiſe, and is one 
of his caſuahries, what Fees they pleaſe. 

There-1s another Office added to him, Parliament 1685, in the 
Clerks Office,called Keeper of the Regiſter, which is beneficial and 
ſeems to be a grievance to the Nation, by the addition of half 
a Mark Scots mony to him for every Subſcription. 


The Kings Advocate. 


He we only deputations to perſons in his own Office in any part 
of the Kingdom , where his preſence cannot be in Criminal or 
Circuit Courts. His 
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His own: Principal Servant, who in his name paſſes all extfaordinary: 

Bills competent to him for his dues, and Summons that are not 
privifedged without: his marking, and Commiſſions for 'Tral. 


The Fuftice Clerk. 


He grants only Commiſſion to the Clerk of Juſtice Court, ſome 
ſervile Macers, and the Doomfſter of that Courr. 


Town of Edinburgh, 


The Two Town Clerks, and the feveral Deputies and Dependers in 
City and Suburbs, the Emoluments of which are great, - and a place 
of great Truſt, who ought to be known Lawyers, and Men of 
great skiJl as well as [ntegrity. 

Agents for the Burroughs, chiefly difpos'd of by the Provoſt : A Penſion. 

Keepers of the Tolbooths or Priſons of Edinburgh, Leith, and Cannon- 
gate : Emoluments 

Clerk tothe Meetings of the whole Burroughs : Emoluments. 

Clerks to'the Kings Cuſtoms there : Penſions. 

The diſpoſal of many other beneficial places within the City and Sub- 
urbs, which with their other Priviledges, Rents caſual and real, and 
Stems,makes a great pulick good ; but how imployed,being ſeldom 
called to an account, though the Lord Thefaurer, or ColleQtor Gene- 
ral, or Commiſſioners of the Theſaury are obliged yearly to call 
them, by vertue of an Act of Parliament, to an account jn the Ex- 


chequerz negletting of which, proves a great Netrimeat to the 
publick Good of the place 


Sheriffs and their Deputies, only the Fees and Emoluments. 


Moft of the Sheriffs: were anciently heritable, and being a 
matter more of Profit than of Charge, our Kings bought many of :their 
Rights, ſo that there are now ſome of them heritable , ſome by the 
Kings Gift. 

The Sheriff may ſit by himſelf, or his Deputy, wha judges in or- 
dinary Cauſes, as alſo in Thefts, Murder, and lefſer Crunes ; but in 
Murder when the Criminal is taken in hot Blood, though there be no 
Appeal in this Kingdom, yet any Cauſe may be taken from it by Advo- 
cation before Sentence, or Suſpenſion of the Decreit after Sentence by 
the Lords of Seſſion in Equity, &c. and are the ordinary Reaſons given 
in their Petitions or Bills : theſe Courts are much encroached upon by 
ſome later Regalities by Repledgiations. 


A Liſt of the Sheriffdoms of the Shires of Scatland , 
and their Sheriffs. 


1 The Shire of Edinburgh comprehending Mzdlotham. By the Kings 
Gitt. 
2 The Shire of Berwick containing Merce, Earl of Zwme. 
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3, The Shire, of Peebles, containing 7weddall, - Eatl of Fweddatl.” - 

4, The Shire of Selkirk, containing the Forreit. Murray of Philiphagh. 

5 The Shwe of Roxburgh, containing Tevidale, &c, Duke of Bdeclexgh. 

6. The Shire of Drumfreis containing Nidiſdale, &c, Formerly Earl 
of . Drumfreis, now Duke of @ueensþerry. 

7 The Shire of Wigtoun, containing the Weſt part of Galloway to Car- 
ruck, Sir. Andrew. Agzew, bur tor preſent the Viſcount of Dandee 

| by the late incroachment, , *. .. = 

3 The Shire of Azjr, containing Ryle,Carret, and Cunningham. By the 
Kings Gift. thao 1% We 

9 The Shire of Raxfrew;:containing that Barony. Earl of Fglintour. 

10 The Shire.of Lanerk, containing C/idi/dale. Duke of - #/amilton. 

11 The Shife of Danbarton, containing Lenox. Duke of Lenox. 

12 The Shire'of Boo?, containing the Iſles of Boot and Arran, Stwart 
of Boot. 0. | 

13 . The $hixe of 7aterara, containing Argile, and ſome of the Weſtern 

* * TWlands. Earl of Argzle, | 

14 The Shire of Perth containing Athol and much Highlands, with 
the Earldom of Monteith and Trathern. Marqueſs of Athol. 

15 The Shire of Strizeling lics on both ſides of the River of Forth. 

, Earl of Marr. 

x6 The Shire of Linlithgow containing Weſtlothian. | Fopetoun. 

17 TheShire'of Eaſt Lothiav. Earl of Wintoun. 

18 The Shire of Clackmannan containing a part of Fife. Bruce of 
Clockmannan. 

'79 The - Shire of Xinroſs containing another part of Fife. Earl of 

*  Mortous. | 

26 The'Shite of Coupar contain.the third Diviſion of Fifſe. Earl of Rothes. 


21 The Shire of Forfar containing Angzs with its pertinents. Earl..of 

 _ Southesk,. $0 TIS: | 

22 The'Shire of Xinkardin containing Merms. Farl of Marſhal. 

"23 The 73 of Aberdeen with irsſeveral pertinents of great extent. 

__ © "By Gift. 4k | 

24 The Shire of Bamfey containing part of Bucha», &c, Baird of Auch- 

* - medan. Iv4 | | 

2.5 The Shire of E/gir containing the Eaſtern part of aMorray. Dum- 

© bar of Welfeld | | 

"2.6 The Shire of Naim containing the Weſt part thereof. Sir 77ugh 
. Cambell of Calder. | 

2.7 The Shire of /merxeſs containing Badzenoch, Lechqualer, and the 
Rn part of Roſs;but formerly contained all beneath it. Earlof 
ZYIOTYAY, : 

'28 The Shure of Cromartie containing that part of Roſs within its 

Frith. Viſcount of Tarbat. | 

2.9 The Shire of Roſs containing the Sky. Lewis and Farrick. By Gift. 

30- The/Shire of Sutherland containing Strathwater. Earl of Suthertand. 

- 31 The Shireof Cathnes containing that Country. Earl of Cathnes. 

32 The Shire of Orkney, By Gitt. 


Ne The Burghs of Regality and Barony being no State, ſending no 
Commiſſioners to Parliament, or Conyention ; and having leſs Privi- 
T | ledges 
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ledges and belonging to particular perſons, as the nouer Cours and 


where theſe Lords pr- Barons hold thejr own parti rts (þyt 
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Grants encroaches upon old JuriſdiQion. 29nd? 
Cenflabularies; Stuaitias: am Baibaxie yi... |. 
Au ST Vs — «:0163g30.} 
Conſtabulary of Hatldingtoun containing BeoLothian and Lanterdate 


Ear] of Lautberdale if he repreſaqg, 14 OG 2 
Conſtabulary of Dundee, and other pendicles, Now the Viſcount! of 
Dundee by. the. late alteration:'; 3 SOIL 
Stewartry of Strat with its} licks.).;far! of Perth. pe Rr 
Stewartry of Monteith. Earl of Monteith,..;i1 JON3'8 3 Var 
Stewartry of Anpatagte with its pertinents, Kagi of Annandele, Fi | on, 
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» 


; +. containing . all..the Eaſt pare'6F 


Eglintouz, . + 


c The | Royal Boroughs, and the free TIn-corporations of ; 


Theſe axe a State a part,and have their yearly Conventions from which” 
a Cointmſfioner comes fromevery one of them tothe Parliament, 
Convention, ..or. General Meeting of the $tates of the Kingdom: 
They make Laws allo for themſelves abgut Trade and other things 
relating to the In-corporations,their Conyegtions are circular, going 
round gboutthe head Burghs, and at one Meeting names the other, 
In theſe Burrgughs there 1s a Provoſt, called the Lord Provoſt in 
the wen g 34g City of Edinburgh, equivalent to the Lord Major 
in England, he is PreſeFus Orbis. In Edinburgh there arefour Bai- 
liffs or Aldermen that are next tothe Prayoſt in the Government : 
In moſt of all the reſt of the Burrows, there are only their Provoſt, 
and two Bailiffs or Aldermen. They have alſo their Dean of Gild or 
Edilis, their Theſaurer and Common Council, all (if Legally cho. 
ſen) are choſen by their own Community, conform to their 
Charters: Their Coupcil 'of which the one half 'is -choſen by 
Merchants, the other half by Tradeſmen every Year. 'The Trades 
have their Coufts, for which there: is one from (every Trade 
called the Deacon, and chooſe 'their Deacon Convener 'to meet 
about their own, Aﬀairsz theſe Free Torporations are called 

' Free-men of Trade. The Town Council meets once vr twice-a 
Week, to conſider the Afﬀeairs of their Incorporation, hey have 
their ſeveral diſtin& Courts for adminiftrating m indifferent Affairs, 
but their Magiſtrates by their Fundamental Rights continue but 
one Year 3 notwithſtanding of any late Court proceedure with 
which ſome Citizens comphed fr private intereſt, 
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